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oF remaining Four (only) Re- elected Sibthorp, and Three 
9 where in the room of thoſe he illegally pritended to. piit 
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and 12 Burgeſſes. 


Edmund Sibehorp was Elected a Burgeſs, and in Hi- 
lary Term following an Information was filed againſt 
him, by Order of the Court of Queen's. Bench, upon 
Affidavits, that he had not receiv'd the Sacrament 
within a Yege before his Election; whereupon he diſ- 
claimed to as Burgeſs. 


Mr. North, the Bayliff, Summon'd the Burgeſſes to 
a Meeting on Monday the gth ; and at that Meeting 
he declared, the Occaſion of it was to ast ſome Que- 
tions, and then acked Mr. Muſcot, who had been 4 
Burgeſs from the 18th of June 1702, If he had received 
the Sacrament the Tear before bis Election? to which he an- 
ſwered, Jes. Then he asked the ſame Queſtion of 
Mr. Wiſe, who had been a Burgeſs about Eight Tears; 
who anſwer'd, Yes. Then he asked Mr. Bruce, who 
bad been a Burgeſs from the 8th of October, 1507. who 
anſwer'd, I don't think my ſelf obliged to give you an 
Anſwer at this Time ; but if I was cal'd upon by 4 
Commanding Power, I could give 4 good Account of my 
Qualification. Then he asked the ſame Queſtion o 
Sibthorp, who had Diſclaimed upon Record, and he con- 
feſſed himſelf not Qualified, and ſubmitted; where- 
upon the Bayliff ſaid to the other Three, I don't think 
Don are Qualified; and therefore I Vote you all Four out + 
Which was agreed to only by Four others of the Burgeſſes, 
. but Oppos'd and Protiſted againſt by thoſe 
_ tended to be put out, and Four more of the ſaid Bur- 
- geſſes, which were Seven to Five z and they being the 
Majority, were the Perſons capable to Act; and it 
world ſeem very exttaordinary, that 4 Minority ſhou'd 
over-rule a Majority. | | | 
The Day after this pretended Expulſion, the (aid 
Bayliff ſeat another Summons to the remaining Bur- 


geſſes, to attend next Morning to Elect Four New 
| Thret, ſo pretended. 


Burgeſſes; at which Meeting the | 
to he removed, attended, und, with Four others, Voted 
for Harriſon: to be a Burgeſs, in tht room of Sh 
- thorp (ie baving Diſclaimed) but the Bayliff, with the 


OF THE 


Borough of Buckingham. 


HE Right of the Election is in the Bay liff 


b pre- 


ges voted Sibthorp into the toom of Auſcutt, 0 


| Sitting-Member 4 o 
— HE Right of Election is in the Biyliffatid, 
12 Burgeſſes, and their conſtant Uſage of 
Voting on all Occaſions is according to 
their Seniority, and whenever there hap- 
pony. an Equality of Votes, the Bayliff hath the Caſts 
An Information was moved for by Mr. Denton, and 
granted by the Court of Queen's Bench againſt Zd- 
mond Sibthorp, Notwithſtanding it appear d beyond 
Contradiction by Affidavits of many of the Princip: 
Inhabitants and himſelf, that he conſtantly frequent- 
ed the Diyine Service, and never miſſed going to 
Church twice Day, from the ume it was 6ut 
of his Apprenticeſhip, which was 20 Years, tinleſs 
vented by Sickneſs, or ſome extraordinary Occa- 

ons; but not having receiv'd the Sacrament within 
dne Year before he was Elected Burgeſs, his Election 
was declar'd void with thoſe of Muſcott, Wiſe and 
Bruce. | Ks 

Mr. North the Bayliff ſummon'd the Butgeſſes, and 
at that Meeting declar'd the Occaſion was, that the. 
Corporation might be ſatisfied of the Qualifications of 
ſeveral of the Burgeſſes, and then asked Muſcott whes 
ther he had receiv'd the Sacrament within a Year be- 
fore his Election? He anſwer'd, I am qualified, and 
ſo did Mr. Wiſe. Mr. Fruce diſputed their Authority, 
and neither of the Three would give a dire& Anſwer 
to the Queſtion: Nor did they deſire time to make 
their Qualifications appear, and Sibthorp ſaid, he ſub- 


mitted to the Corporation. Whereupon the Bayliff 


and Majority of legal Burgeſſes declar'd their ſeveral 
Elections void. The remaining Burgeſſes did not Vot 


f in their Turns, but when all was over, proteſted 


againſt the Proceedings. 


Do 


The Day after theſe Elections were declar d Void, 
the Bayliff ſummon'd the Burgeſſes to meet the nex 
Morning to fill up the Vacancies which they did in 
manner following, viz: the Bayliff and four legal Bur- 


orth into the room of Viſt, Bourn into the rom t 
Bruce, and Nur ber into the room of Sibthorp. Theses 
other four legal Burgeſſes tefüſed to vote in their 
Turns. But When alf the Vaecaneies were meine 5 
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Upon this, the Seven Burgeſſes who Elected Harriſon, r 


demanded of North the Bayliff,, to give him #he Oath 
of Office, which he refufing, Harriſon brought his Man- 
damus, and upon 2 Electus return'd, it was try'd 
in Trinity Term laſt F and a Verdict for Harriſon, who 
was, before the Elettion of Mtmbers to Parliament, upon 


a permptory Mandamus, ſworn and admitted into the 


ſaid Office. 


granted, when, by 4 Fury of Gentlemen taken out of 
Conſent Ae 


* 


— 
„ * 


1 


ry Was not one 


the Evidence (which at that time could not 


| _ Sitting-Members: | | 
Mr. Maſon one of the laſt mention d Four ſtood up and 
ſaid, Now you ſhall hear how we Seven Honeſt Men will 


Vote, and he declar'd his Vote for John Harriſon ; up- 


on which a great Noiſe and Confuſion ariſing in the 
Hall, the Bayliff adjourn'd the Court till two of the 
Clock Afternoon; after which Adjournment the other 
Six (the three diſplaced Burgeſſes included) declar'd 
likewiſe for Harriſon. At two of the Clock Afternoon, 
purſuant to the Adjournmeat, the Bayliff and Bur- 


geſſes met and Swore Sibthorp and Robert North Bur- 


geſſes, and adjourned till Thurſday following, and then 
Bourn and Mlizbee were Sworn, and they have all four 
been in the Execution of their Office ever ſince, 
Harriſon never demanded to he Sworn till he 
brought the Peremptory Mandamus in his Hand, he was 
not preſent at the Meeting, where it is pretended he 
was Choſen, nor at any other, till the Election for 
Members to ſerve in Parliament. It is admitted, 
he obtan'd a Verdict in the Court of Queen's Bench 
upon a Tryal there, DS & EGS 4 Db 


The fingle Queſtion upon the Tryal was, whether 
Muſcott, Wiſe and Bruce had receiv'd the Sacrament 
within a Year before their reſpeQive Elections; And 
they being admitted to be Witneſſes to prove their 
own Gualifications, Muſcott in a very pobtive and. 

rticular manner Sword to his receiving it, aſcertain- 
ing the Time, the Place, the Perſons he receiv'd it 
with, and the Occaſion, but (very unfortunately for 


him) all he had ſo Sworn was falſe, and upon an 


Indictment for Perjury, he was afterwards Convicted. 


Wiſe was more cautious, and Swore in a more pre- 
varicating manner, aſſigning neither certain Time, 
Place, nor * particular Circumſtances, and there 

produc'd. to prove what either 


itneſs 
of them had Sworn, 4 args 
Bruce was not brought to this, or any other Try- 


ral, to prove his Qualification, but on the contrary 


it was prov'd, that he declar'd he never receiv'd the 


Sacrament till he was choſen Burgeſs; Nevertheleſs, 
poſſibly 
be ſo fully contradicted as it was afterwatds) prevail'd 
upon the Jury to find for Harriſon, and he had a Pe- 
remptory Mandamus as is ſaid before. 

Upon Muſcott's Tryal for Perjury there was not 
one Witneſs to prove that Muſcott receiv'd the Sacra- 
ment at the time by him aſlign'd, or any other time 
before he was choſen Burgeſs. But it was prov'd at 
That Tryal, and will be before the Committee, that 
what he had Sworn neither was, nor poſlibly could be 
true: It likewiſe then appear'd, and will again, by as 
ſtrong Proofs as a Negative will admit of, that he ne- 
ver came to Church in five or ſix Years, before he was 


Elected Burgeſs : Upon this and a great deal more 


Conformiſts, 


Evidence too long to inſert here, he was found Gnilty 
of Wilful and Corrupt Perjmry. Y 
Note, This was done by a Middleſex Jury, againſt 
which the Proſecutor not only objected againſt, and 
moved for a ſpecial Jury three Days before Tryal, but 
likewiſe excepted againſt them at the Bar, when the 
Tryal was coming on. The Objection againſt them at 
the Bar was, that ſeveral of them had been upon Har- 
7iſon's Jury, and (tho? very honeſt Men) might poſſi- 
bly think themſelves oblig'd to ſupport that Verdict : 
To which the Chief Juſtice ſaid, That the Perſons who 
Tryed that Cauſe, were the moſt proper to Try this. And 
yet it muſt be own'd, That on” a Motion made in 
the Queen's Bench two Days after, a new Tryal was 
granted; and afterwards upon a Motion made by the 
Proſecutor's Counſel for a Special Jury, the Court in 


a very unuſual manner propoſed the Midaleſex Grand 


Jury for the Term, which was conſented to for Rea- 
ons that will be given at the Committee if neceſſary. 

This Jury conſiſted of 51, but were order'd to be 
reduced to 24, by which Reduction all the Gentle- 
men of Quality were ſtruck off, except one or two; . 
the reſt were Weavers, Butchers, and Men of mean 
Occupations, ſeyeral of them Diſſenters and Occaſional 


Petitioners. 


| The firſt of May laſt, being the Day of the Elec- 
tion of a Bayliff, the Conſtitution being, That the Bay- 
liff and Burgeſſes ſhould, nominate Two out of their own 


Body, to the Inhabitants, who are to chuſe One of 


them to be Bayliff for the enſuing Tear: They accord- 
ingly ah 4 of ſuch Noni „ Sx of the 
Burgeſſes then nominated Maſon and Turpin, and the 
Bayliff with Three others, (only) nominated Blunt and 
Sheen 3 but the Bayliff allowing Sibthorp, Bourne, 
Naſeby and North (the Perſons he had illegally made 
with a Minority) to joys in the Nomination; and in- 
fiſting that Muſcot, Wiſe and Bruce had no Right to 
Nominate, he. ſwore in Blunt, upon Pretence that Aa- 
fon and Turpin were not well Nomination; and tho 
they have proved their Qualifications at Harriſon's 
Tryal, yet he refuſes to ſwear Turpin, who was Elected 
by the Inhabitants, and Blunt continues to Att. 

* Turpin, upon this Refuſal, brought 4 Mandamus to 
be ſworn into the Office, which was appointed to 
be Try'd the 6th of November laſt ; but upon Ap- 
plication to the Court by North to put off the Tryal, 
it was put off to the 19th, and afterwards to the 
Sittings after Michaelmas Term, and afterwards to 
the Sitting after Hilary, the Defendant pretend- 
ing it wou'd be too long to be try'd in an After- 
NOON. 

After all theſe Delays by the Defendant, in order 
to run out the Tear (the ſaid Office being an Annual 
Office) when the [Cauſe came on to be Try'd, the 
faid North made no Defence whereupon a Verdict 
was given, That Turpin was well Elected, and con- 
ſequently ought to have made the Return of this 
Election. 


The. Qualification of theſe Three being thus 
Settled, And not Controverted pon this Second Try- 
al, 4. peremptory Mandamus will of Courſe be di- 
redted the next Term, to admit Turpin to be Bay- 
liff; ſo that, according to theſe Two Verdicts, the 
Per fons Voting in this Nomination being allow'd to be good 
Votet, tie Poll will ftand thus: 
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1 I Sir Rich. 
4 Temple. 
Blunt, Bayliff E 

Pu — ) 
Aeon 
Little. 
North. 


Dr. Rat- 
cliffe. 
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Sir Edm. Mr. Chap 
Denton. | man. 
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Sheen, abſent. ( 
Cay. me a 
Harriſon, — 
2 ü | 9 8 4 3 


—— 


The Conſtitution of the Corporation is allow'd to 
be in the Bayliff and 12 Burgeſſes only. 

Harriſon having been, after a Verdict and a pe- 
Temptory Mandamus, ſworn and admitted into the ſaid 
Number of 12 Burgeſſes, it is not poſlible that more 
than Three of the Four pretended Votes, viz. Sibthorp, 
North, jun. Bourne and Noſe (who, with the other 

Otes, as above, voted alſo 2 


make for Mr, Chapman but 7 Votes, and for Dr. Rats 
«life but 6. | W 


6 Mr. Chapman and Dr. 
Ratcliffe) can have any Pretence to Vote, which would 


Sitting- Member:. 1 
At this Tryal the judge was pleaſed to ſay; There 


was agreat deal of Difference between dubelieving a Man 


and convict ing him of willful and corrupt Perjury; from 
na Taub) be preſam'd, T at tho? the 
Jury might give no Credit to his Evidence, yet they 
might think proper not to Convict him. | 
On the firſt of Aa, being the Day for EleQing a 
Bayliff, there were on one ſide for Blunt and Sheen, 
r the Candidates, and the New: Burgeſſes 
ine. | 7 71 Ayu 
On the other ſide for Maſen and Turpin, including 
Candidates and diſplaced Burgeſles Seven. 
Candidates excluded as is uſual in this Corporation, 
Maſon and Turpin had but four, W:/e being by them 
nominated as well as Maſon, and Turpin, and Blunt, 
and Sheen had ſeven ; fo that it is not difficult to de- 
termine who was legal Bayliff, nor why Turpin was 
refuſed to be Swora in, 


Turpin brought his Mandamus, and it was order'd to 
be try'd upon Thurſday the Third Day of December, 
being the Day of Muſcott's Conviction, and by the 
ſame Jury that convicted him. 

Muſcott s Tryal was very long, and when the jury 
were gone out, my Lord Chief Juſtice calld the Sol- 
licitors on both ſides, and told them, he would try 
Turpin's Cauſe the Monday following, and directed 
them to be prepar'd to go on by two of the Clock 
in the Afternoon; and in order to it Mr. Blunt's 
Witneſſes, tothe Number of 35, were kept in Town, 
but the Tryal without his Conſent, and contrary to 
his Deſire was put off without Payment of Coſts, 


and order'd not to be try'd till Aſuſcotts Second Try- 
over” and then £ 1 


Jury. Upon which the Defendant did by his Sollici- 
tor or Agent give Notice in Writing to the Plaintiff 
to this Purpoſe, That ſince he had ſeveral times in 
vain moved for an other Jury, and offered to try it at 
the Bar, he was reſolved not to defend it, and a Ver- 
dict of Courſe was given for the Plaintiff 

The Qualifications of theſe Three are to be Con- 
troverted before the Committee, and if they appear 
to be Diſqualified, the Poll will ſtand thus, (viz.) 


8 — „* 


| + 8 Sir Rich. Sir Edm. Dr. Rat- Mr. Ch 
Temple. Denton. cliffe. 1 * 
Blunt, Bay ff. n 
Pure ol, —— | x 
Maſon. .! nn | 
Little, —=| * 
Richard Norh, W 
Tapis. 9 
Pulley, . EIS 
Sheen, abſen 
Carter 6 
Sibthe . 
ien Nort By, | =_— 
Bourn + it £0 
Niaizbes = 2282 
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Note, The Conſtitution of the Corporation is al- 
low'd to be in the Bayliff and 12 Burgeſſes only. 
Harriſon was never Elected, the Corporation being 


full before his Friends pretended to Vote for him; or 


if it had not the Majority of good Votgs were againſt 
him, and by conſequence he can have no Right, not- 
withſtanding his Peremptory Mandamus. 


be try'd by The fame -= 


Menibers Po. 
| Brow Temple and Dr. ny 
viz. Muſcot, Wiſe and Brire, being _ had been equal (as they were not) yet the Bayli 
taken out from the Votes, as how.) hath muſt yet Caſting · Vote would have made good Dr. Radelif's 
remain to Vote for Sir Richard Temple, Six undoubted Election. 
Votes, and for Sir Edmund Denton, Five; by Which Note, If the Bay liff had returned, otherwiſe he had 
it plainly appears, That hotwithſtanding he Bayliff's been ſubject to the Penalties of the Lay. 
unjuſt Proceedings, yet, by his oh -Calculation, be } 
ought, at leaſt, to have maile 4 Double Return for oof | | We I's DSi 
Richard Temple and Dr. Ratcliffe. 0 35 eee rd | ; 
If the Proceedings of the BAYLIFFS in this E003. eint 513 07-5 
f Caſe ſhall be ale d or Countenanc'd, it will be | | | i 
for the future in the Power of every Returning Of- e | | uh 
ficer in to diſpoſe of all ——— as & « (19117 24 
—_— 11 
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And the Three Votes prerended to be Np If the Votes 3 Sir 
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